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former schoolfriends.

Ekkehard Klausa, personal communication, 21 Jan. 2012.

Ekkehard Klausa suggests that ‘cowardice’ is an inappropriate word, and that
‘self-preservation’ would be more appropriate, given that in practice Udo
Klausa could not have achieved anything different at the time (personal com-
munication, 6 Nov. 2011). This does not, however, deal with the question of
prevarications, omissions, and apparent lack of remorse after 1945; Udo Klausa
was never quite able to face up to admitting the full scope and implications of
his role.

See further Mary Fulbrook, Dissonant Lives: Generations and Violence through the
German Dictatorships (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011); Michael Wildt,
Generation des Unbedingten: Das Fiihrungskorps des Reichssicherheitshauptamtes
(Hamburg: Hamburger Edition, 2002).

Ekkehard Klausa suggests that his father actually began to break with Nazism
in the later 1930s, and that 1942 was in effect the final straw for him (personal
communication, 21 Jan. 2012).

25.
26.

27.

28.

29.

30.
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LVR, Klausa 400, ‘Erlebt’, 145.

On ‘social death’, see Marion Kaplan, Between Dignity and Despair: Jewish Life in
Nazi Germany (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998).

There 1s an often-repeated family story, not corroborated as far as I know by
any contemporary evidence, that, on being asked by a trainee nurse whether
the Red Cross should also treat any Jews seeking medical assistance, Alexandra
replied that the Red Cross had a commitment to treat everyone, regardless of
race, rehgion, or social class (Ekkehard Klausa, personal communication, 2 Feb.
2012; see also LVR,, Klausa 400, ‘Erlebt’, 153—4).

Anonymizing names, as 1s the convention with respect to those who were not
‘persons of contemporary history’ by virtue of their roles, clearly does not work
in this particular case. There are growing exceptions to this rule—-a rule that is
so often emphasized by archivists in the course of research, with blacking-out
of names on occasion making it very hard to make sense of documents—with
a widening of the sphere of what is held to be permissible in historical writing.
See, e.g., Gudrun Schwarz, Eine Frau an seiner Seite: Ehefrauen in der ‘SS-
Sippengemeinschaft’ (Hamburg: Hamburger Edition, 1997).

Given my mother’s deep commitment to Quaker principles, I suspect that she
would have been determined to understand and achieve reconciliation; I think
she would also have been shocked; but she would in all likelihood have retained
a desire to feel accepted, and would therefore not have wanted to risk further
exclusion from a friendship that mattered so much to her. However, all of this
is again pure speculation.

See, e.g., the debates unleashed by Hannah Arendt’s critique of the Jewish
Councils in Eichmann in Jerusalem (London: Penguin, 2006; orig. 1963); see also
Shmuel Ron’s remarks on the atmosphere in post-war Israel, in Die Erinnerungen
haben mich nie losgelassen: Vom jiidischen Widerstand im besetzten Polen (Frankfurt
am Main: Verlag Neue Kritik, 1998).
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